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The Aesthetic Research on Pathological

Phenomena in Shakespearean Plays
Xu Qunhui

With the development of modern medicine, the medical phenomena described in Shakespeare’s plays are being
reassessed. The values assumed by the medical phenomenon in Shakespearian plays also need to be reinterpreted.
Pathological phenomena play an important role in typical images, ethical tendencies and tragic effect. Through
pathological phenomena, the splitting of self—awareness from self-suffering reflects the alienation issue caused by
individualism, which embodies the tragic conflict between the inevitable needs of history and the virtually impossi-
ble realization of these needs. At the same time, the spiritual dialectics based on pathological phenomena show aes-
thetic modernity with the absurd consciousness, acting as its major subject. The subjective values and relativistic i-
deas, caused by the abovementioned aesthetic style, express strong energy against the existing order, inevitably

becoming an important element in improving the dramatic effect in Shakespeare’s dramas.



