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Deconstruction and Reconstruction of the Legitimacy

of Chinese Advertising Industry in 1980s
Sun Meiling

After the reform and opening up in 1978, Chinese advertising industry has recovered and developed rapidly.
Based on previous literatures in 1980s and in—depth interviews, this paper attempts to explore the issue of how to
establish the legitimacy of Chinese advertising industry. It shows that Chinese advertising industry was stuck in
doubt and met with a profound crisis of legitimacy in the early stages of the reform and opening up, then how to in-
tegrate advertising belonged to the category of capitalism into socialist ideology and system became the key of estab-
lishing legitimacy of Chinese Advertising Industry. Firstly, Chinese advertising industry get the support of socialist
ideology by deconstructing relations between advertising and capitalism, breaking down the barrier of it attached to
capitalism, which forms cognitive basis of legitimacy. Secondly, Chinese advertising industry get system support by
giving advertising a new connotation and significance, and creating a new institution. Spontaneous change from the
bottom up and top—down deliberate intervention that guided by government are the mainly powerful forces to push

the institutional change.



