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Communication and Sharing .
The Outlook on Media Culture of the Chicago School

Zeng Yiguo

The Chicago School, the main representatives of pragmatic philosophy and sociology, emphasized the impor-
tance of practical experience. The School considered media, such as newspapers, as a channel for “delivering mes-
sages” . Dewey and other scholars, in contrast with empirical media research, which would become dominant in A-
merica, not only believed that the function of newspapers and other media is “delivering a messages” , but they al-
so viewed communication as a tool to reconcile the conflicts in American society, stressing that communication is a

kind of “shared meaning” .



