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Wittgenstein on Taste and Genius
Chen Changshen

In his works, Wittgenstein explored the concepts of taste and genius from the perspectives of aesthetic appreci-
ation and artistic creation, respectively. In his early works, he denied the existence of aesthetic judgment represen-
ted by propositions, while affirming the artistic features of “expression” . He later emphasized the regulation charac-
teristics of aesthetic judgments, as well as the structural characteristics of the genius: not only does genius mean o-
riginality,, but it also requires excellent character. Courage is the primary characteristic of the genius, followed by

fortitude, concentration and sincerity.





