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The Unification of Culture, History and Industry .
A Review of Thomas Schatz’s Study on American Film Genres

Gui Lin

American film genre scholar Thomas Schatz’s famous book Hollywood Genres is widely cited by Chinese re-
searchers. This book looks at film genres as cultural rituals, even though it is not possible to summarize Schatz’s
whole research in this concept. In fact, his research perspective includes culture, history and industry, which are
very powerful in discovering the complex characteristics of film genres. It is of important significance to the study of
commercial films in China at present. Because of the lack of translations and introductions of Schatz’s work, his re-

search is not yet fully displayed in China.





