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A Study on the Characteristics of Local Commercial
Newspapers: Taking the TunghaiSinpao as an Example

He Qiuhong & Gao Yangyang

The TunghaiSinpao (1913-1929) was a local commercial newspaper founded in Nantong, which is known as
" the first city in modern China". By conducting data analysis on all issues of the newspaper throughout the 17
years of its existence, combined with statistical methods, this paper finds that commentaries in this newspaper gave
priority to national and political topics, with original articles based on an abundance of manuscript sources. By loo-
king at the commentaries published in this newspaper, we can see the emergence of the following features: sharp
comments and relentless criticism of the government; objective rationality, activeguidance for the patriotic move-
ment ; careful advice and counsel for national development; professional pursuit, and the strive to improve the level
of speech. As one of the newspapers in the Republic of China, the TunghaiSinpao commented on the general char-
acteristics of the newspaper’s comments in the same period and presented some unique features. In a sense, its
news reporting was no less important to the history of journalism than other major newspapers of that period. As a lo-
cal newspaper, its comments are focused on both targeted and not limited to the complex and chaotic situation both

in China and abroad.





