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A Research on Thoreau’ s Salvation Myth
Han Dexing

Henry David Thoreau, a 19" century American romantic writer, consciously continued to develop the idea of a
“new mythology” proposed by Friedrich Schlegel, and then infused it into his own life, which would be refined and
ultimately become a “myth”. As type of salvation myth, Thoreau’ s works had assimilated the modern discourse of
the Age of Enlightenment and Romanticism, which denied religious afterlife doctrines and advocated individual self

—redemption. This salvation is not meant in a secular sense, but as a form of aesthetical ultimate salvation that is at

the same time supra—individual, and is aimed at reestablishing a harmonious ecological “community of life” .



