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A Pragmatic Comparison of Evidentiality in
English and Chinese News Reporting

Lai Yan

Evidentiality is an important part of news reporting, and has vital pragmatic and evaluating functions. This pa-
per makes a comparative analysis of pragmatic differences of evidentials in such various registers as political news,
business news, sports news and editorials from 240 English and Chinese newspaper reports, and points out the
pragmatic and functional strategies of different languages and reporting registers towards the cognitive encoding of
the reliability of information sources, as well as subjective and objective degree of engagement in propositional in-

formation.



