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Exploring the Cultural Codes and
Indigenous Identity in Taiwanese—dialect Films

Huang Zhongjun

What we canonically call Taiwanese—dialect films those movies produced from 1955 to 1981 within the Tai-
wanese natural and cultural context and dubbed into Taiwanese dialect, thus reflecting the local life and social con-
ditions in Taiwan in an ever so tense tone. Defined by its historical context, production system, aesthetic bias, die-
getic space, and stakeholders at all levels, Taiwanese—dialect films are an important subject in both genre studies
and cultural studies. This paper will take a close—up look at several Taiwanese—dialect films to further the under-
standing of how indigenous cultural codes, such as puppet opera ( gezaixi) , popular songs, folkiales, legends and

myths, are weaved into the cinematic practice via all possible approaches.



