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A Power Facing Huge Obstacles but Still Moving
Forward: The History of the Digital Broadcasting of American Television

Tao Ye

Lately one of the hottest topics of discussion in American television studies has been the periodization of the
new era of television, although over a decade of this fuzzy new era has passed since the creation of Youtube in June
2005. During these ten years, the digital broadcasting of American television has been greatly challenged by the
power of the traditional television industry, but it still moved forward, so much so that Youtube, Netflix and Hulu’s
success has given rise to numerous Chinese versions. Moreover, while following this path into a yet—to—be—deter-
mined direction, the digital broadcasting of American television has created its own distribution platforms, promo-
ting the transformation of transmission channel, which has changed the economic model of American television. All

the above—mentioned issues are worth discussing and reflecting upon.



