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Nation State or Global Public Sphere? Two Research
Paradigms of International Public Communication

Song Q1

This paper analyses two research paradigms of international public communication, the nation-—state and the
global public sphere, by defining the two concepts and comparing their subjects, discourses, channels, and prob-
lems. Theory, as an abstracted logical tool, should be able to be used to analyze and explain social reality. Both
paradigms , under such perspective, are useful in the current situation, and can be chosen by researchers based on

their objects of research and values. This paper concludes that the nation—state paradigm, with much similarity to
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public diplomacy and soft power research, still follows a single—subject model despite of multiple participation, and
for a nation—state the social sector is more important than government. The global public sphere paradigm, mean-
while, puts more emphasis on multiple subjects’ rational dialogue, carrying the potential to offer new analytical
tools for globalization and the internet revolution, and offering the possibility to promote a more democratic earth.
This research is a positive theoretical construction rather than a review of previous research, with the attempt to of-

fer new support to public communication research from an international perspective.



