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On the Canonization of Julie, or the New Heloise
Xu Yuji

The generation of literary canonization is not a kind of static value judgment, but rather a reshaping process in
the dialogue between literary and non-literary factors, between the text itself and the social context in a time—space
continuum. The canonization of Julie, or the New Heloise, is closely related with Jean—Jacques Rousseau’ s respon-
ses to the Enlightenment, the popularity of epistolary novels, the rise of a female readership, as well as Rousseau’s

comprehensive consideration of natural principles and social customs.



