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The Canonization of Hugo’ s Poetics of Beauty and Ugliness
Lin Xiaoxiao

The poetics of beauty and ugliness is an essential part of Hugo’ s Notre Dame. It is so deeply rooted in literary
history that it can be divided into three main parts: the facilitation of harmony, the function of sarcasm and the gen-
eration of the sublime. Hugo absorbed ideas derived from philosophy, literature and ethics into his own romantic po-

etics.



