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Marginal Resistance under the New Media Discourse Empowerment

Discourse Analysis of an AIDS Forum

Hu Yumeng

New media changed the picture of discourse control, and empowered marginal groups, enabling them to ex-
press themselves. Based on the discourse analysis on an AIDS online forum, this paper tries to reveal how individu-
als with the stigma of AIDS implement discourse resistance. This study found that marginal groups do not passively
accept this stigma, but they also rarely clearly struggle for their rights. Instead they often try to dispel their stigma

by using small, even poetic discourse. At least four strategies are used: to name AIDS as a “chronic disease” in-

¢

stead of “plague” or “infectious disease” , constructing a new AIDS knowledge system; to weave the sick into a

logic of predestination, reducing the responsibility for their own behavior; to emphasize the sub—culture feature of
“ promiscuity” , by expressing the view that sexual freedom is a form of natural human freedom; to rectify the con-
cept of “homosexuality” , constructing an infection narrative for the interests of the gay community, with “love”

as a clue and “tolerance” as a slogan.



