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Unbalanced Flow: The Study of Chinese Inter—Provincial
News based on Dependency Theory

Zhang Yang & Chen Keling

Most of the existing studies about news flow see nation—states as units, while this study tries to use dependen-
cy theory in international news studies to research the news flow between provinces in China. Results indicate that
the attention of every province towards inter—provincial news flow presents significant differences, and more devel-
oped provinces occupy a prominent position, but the presentation of different provinces in the news flow does not re-
present their own economic level, and less developed provinces receive more attention than moderately developed
provinces. In addition, correlation tests indicate that the level of economic development and the population have a
significant positive correlation for inter—provincial news flow, and the effect of geographic distance is not supported

by statistical data.



