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ABSTRACTS

A Research Review about the Construction of

Organizational Legitimacy and Media Professional Authority
Zhang Zhen

This research review about the construction of organizational legitimacy and media professional authority can be
summarized as follows: first of all, the research paradigm of organizational legitimacy has shifted from the “norma-
tive” to the “empirical”, providing a methodology to study journalism from the perspective of discourse;
secondly, in terms of research issues, scholars focus on analyzing the internal and external dimensions of journal-
ism, such as illustrating the controversy between the professional and public discourse, and also indicating the
characteristics of discourse surrounding different actors; finally, scholars have tried to use the concepts of “bound-

ary work” and “reflexive practice” to analyze the research issues.



