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On the Cultural Misreading in the Dissemination of

Zhang Yimou’ s Folk Movies in China and North America
Li Jing

Zhang Yimou’ s folk movies are subject to cultural misreading, both in China and in North America. In Chi-
na, post—colonial criticisms have pointed out that his folk movies present features of “self-orientalism” , echoing
cultural nationalism. In North America, reviews tend towards a more political interpretation, putting a lot of empha-
sis on the movies’ cultural resistance. There clearly areaesthetic ideologies in play behind the subjective misreading

of Zhang Yimou’ s folk movies, which have become visual texts characterized by cultural exploitation.



