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Social Media and Narcissistic Culture in Current China
Chen Guozhan

A prominent change brought by social media is that internet communication develops in a non—anonymous way.
To a large extent, people feel frustrated that their personal expression cannot reach a large audience, and cannot

form an “effective communication” in an anonymous environment, which leads to various non—anonymous commu-
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nication instances. On the other hand, there is also a great emphasis on cyber space privacy. Nowadays, social

¢

media have become the “artifact” that many people use to put their private life on display. People’ s immoderate
self—expression in social media is a typical symptom of narcissistic culture in current society. Unlike Narcissus’ in-
dulgence in appreciating his reflection in the water, present day narcissism stems more from a sort of identity anxie-

ty, and not from self—appreciation.



